Expression of occ1 mRNA in the visual cortex during postnatal development in macaques.
We previously reported that the occ1 gene is specifically expressed in the primary visual cortex of adult monkeys in an activity-dependent manner (Tochitani et al., Eur. J. Neurosci., 3, 297-307, 2001). In this report, we compared occ1 mRNA expression in the primary visual cortex during the development of newborn, 3-month-old and adult monkeys. occ1 mRNA was already expressed preferentially in the primary visual cortex of newborn monkeys, but the laminar pattern of occ1 expression in the visual cortex changed as development proceeded. This suggests the possible importance of experience-dependent developmental regulations of occ1 in the developing primary visual cortex.